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GNA Journal 
 It was great to have much of this year’s Show return to normal.  
From Dealer setup day until the close on Sunday, the Bourse floor 
was busy with activity.  The buzz on the Bourse floor could be felt as 
soon as the doors opened for dealer setup.  The dealers were eager 
to get setup and start on the hunt for their customer want lists.  
While we did not have any educational programs this year, we were 
able to resume our annual YN program. 
 On Saturday, we held our 
YN meeting, and had over 50 
kids attend.  As in past years, 
Bob Hartje led the kids in an 
educational play;  followed by 
Ralph Winter and John Phipps 
directing the rest of the 
program.  Throughout the Show, raffle tickets were sold with the 
proceeds supporting our YN Program.  This year we raised more 
funds than any of the last 10 shows, if not the most ever. 
 Overall attendance was strong as ever with an attendance of 
over 2,000 during the Show’s 3 days. 
 As long as the situation allows, we plan on adding back the 
educational programs in 2023.  If there is a subject that you can 
teach your fellow numismatists on, we encourage you to volunteer 
and do your part making the GNA Show the best show in Georgia. 
 An extension of GNA’s educational work are the exhibits.  
Exhibits are an opportunity to display a themed collection with a 
focus on teaching others about an area of numismatics. 
 Finally, we need volunteers every day of the Show.  From setup 
day preparing for the dealers, through the close of the Show there is 
always something to do.  If you plan on attending, please consider 
volunteering for even just 2 hours to help us make the GNA Show the 
best it can be. 
 Come see us at our next Show on April 14th - 16th, 2023 
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Low Country 2022 Summer Coin Show 
 
 
 
 
 

FREEDOM HALL Exhibit Building 
Exchange Park Fairgrounds 

9850 Hwy 78, Ladson, SC 29456 
FREE ADMISSION/FREE PARKING 

www.lowcountrycoinclub.com 
Dealer contact:  Bourse Chairman Richard Smith, 

(843) 797-1245 lmangie@aol.com   

July 29 Noon – 6PM  
July 30 9AM – 6PM 
July 31 10AM – 3PM 

Lost and Found 
 
 Our Bourse Manager, Chip Cutcliff, has several items 
that were left during the GNA Show.  Please contact us at 
ccutcliff@gamoney.org  if these items belong to you.   
 

 Black, button up sweater 
 Display case cover dropped in the parking lot,  
 8 1/2” x 11” coin collector's notebook of coins lists 



 

 

 

Show Calendar 
Greater Atlanta Coin Shows 
8/14, 9/11, 10/9, 11/6, 12/11 
Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel/Conf. Center  
500 Powder Springs Street, Marietta, GA  
Bob O’Brien: (770) 772-4359  
atlcoin@hotmail.com, www.atlcoins.com 
 

GNA 59th Annual Coin Show  
April 14 - 16, 2023 

Dalton Convention Center 
2211 Dug Gap Battle Road, Dalton, GA  
Show information: www.gamoney.org  

Tom Youngblood: (770) 815-4042 
 

Low Country Coin Show 
July 29 - 31, 2022 
Exchange Park Fairgrounds 
9850 Hwy 78, Ladson, SC 29456 
Richard Smith : (843) 797-1245  
 
Warner Robins Coin Show 
July 29 - 30, 2022 
VFW, 1011 Corder Road 
Warner Robbins, Georgia 31093  
Dale Scheuneman:  (478) 922-3598 
 
Blue Ridge Numismatic Assoc. 
63rd  Annual Convention  
August 4 - 6, 2022 
Dalton Convention Center 
2211 Dug Gap Battle Road, Dalton, GA  
Katie Williams : (423) 401-8363 
 
North Carolina Numismatic 
Association Annual Convention 
Sept 30 - Oct 2, 2022 
Cabarrus Area & Events Center 
4751 Highway 49, Concord, NC 
Perry Siegel: (704) 488-4787  
 
Rome Coin Show 
October 14 - 15, 2022 
400 Civic Center, Rome, GA 30161 
Tom Youngblood: (770) 815-4042 
 
South Carolina Numismatic 
Association Annual Convention 
October 28 - 30, 2022 
TD Convention Center 
1 Exposition Drive, Greenville, SC 29607 
Bill Latour : (843) 532-5089  

 
Tom Youngblood 
President  
tyoungblood@gamoney.org  
 
Chip Davis  
Vice President  
snolte@gamoney.org 
 
John Morris  
Treasurer & Membership Sec. 
jmorris@gamoney.org  
 

Marvin Dudek  
General Secretary  
mdudek@gamoney.org  
 
Chip Cutcliff  
Governor  
ccutcliff@gamoney.org  
 
Steve Nolte  
Governor  
cdavis@gamoney.org 
  

Marc Kosanovich  
Governor & Editor  
mkosanovich@gamoney.org  
 
Carl Perazzola  
Governor  
Carl.Perazzola@gmail.com  

Board of Directors 

Member Club Reps on GNA Board  

ANDERSON, SC  
Anderson Area Coin Club  
Mike Kell 
 
GREENVILLE, SC  
Greenville Coin Club  
Samuel Norris III 
864-855-2150  
 
BLUE RIDGE  
NUMISMATIC ASS’N  
Grant Campbell  
706-226-3504  
 
ATLANTA  
Metropolitan Coin Club  
of Atlanta  
Tom Youngblood 
770-815-4042  
 
Southern Gold Society  
David Crenshaw  
dcnumisma@charter.net  
 
ALBANY  
Southwest Georgia  
Coin Club  
Terry Pippins  
229-395-1155  
 
AUGUSTA  
Augusta Coin Club  
Steven Nix  
fleetwoodcoins@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

BLAIRSVILLE  
Mountain Coin Club  
Steve Nolte  
954-913-3342 
 
CARROLLTON  
West Georgia Coin Club  
David Robinson  
770– 328-7580 
 
CHATTANOOGA, TN  
Chattanooga Coin Club  
Dennis Schafluetzel  
423-842-5527  
 
FORT OGLETHORPE  
Chief John Ross  
Numismatic  Association  
Dan Card  
423-238-5203  
 
HUNTSVILLE, AL  
Madison County Coin Club  
Michael Campbell  
256-337-5092  
 
JASPER  
Pickens County Coin Club  
Tom Youngblood 
770-815-4042  
 
MACON  
Middle Georgia Coin Club  
David Marble 
dandmelbram1@hotmail.com  
 
 

MARIETTA  
Marietta/Smyrna Coin Club  
Jim Hammonds 
678-363-0488 
 
NORTH CHARLESTON  
Low Country Coin Club  
Bernie Acuff  
BernieAcuff@hotmail.com  
 
ROCKDALE  
Rockdale Coin Club  
Bruce Breedlove 
BBreedlove@GAMoney.com 
 
ROME  
Rome Coin Club  
Tom Youngblood 
770-815-4042  
 
South Carolina  
South Carolina  
Numismatic Association  
Randy Clark 
TwoBuckRandy@Yahoo.com  
 
THOMASVILLE  
Rose City Coin Club  
Jamie Goodson  
229-226-3272  
 
WARNER ROBINS  
Warner Robins Coin Club  
Dale Scheuneman  
478-922-3598  
dales57chevys@gmail.com 

Member Organizations 
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Georgia Numismatic Association Application and Membership Details Are Available at GAMoney.org 

Mike Kell 
Anderson (SC) Coin Club  
mkell@gamoney.org 
 
Steven Nix 
Augusta Coin Club   
fleetwoodcoins@hotmail.com  
 
Dennis Schafluetzel  
Chief John Ross  
dschafluetzel@gamoney.org  
 
 

Ralph Winter  
Metro Coin Club of Atlanta 
rewcts@gmail.com  
 
Richard Jozefiak  
Mountain Coin Club  
rjozefiak@gamoney.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bruce Breedlove 
Rockdale Coin Club  
BreedloveB3@earthlink.net 
 
Gary Leonard 
West Georgia Coin Club 
678-777-5214 
 
Dale Scheuneman  
Warner Robins Coin Club  
dscheuneman@gamoney.org 
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Eufaula, Alabama and Chattanooga, Tennessee Merchant Scrip 
Dennis Schafluetzel 

 

 Merchant scrip paper issues were money of necessity, as small change was not readily 
available in the expanding country.  Prior to the Civil War, scrip was primarily issued at the 
order of a specific company or businessman with the name printed on it and hand signed by 
the principal officer.  Today, most of the merchant scrip is rare or unique, and those issued by 
James G. L. Martin are no different. 
 James was a prosperous cotton merchant who had operations in Eufaula, Alabama and 
Chattanooga, Tennessee in the late 1850s.  Martin certainly was a merchant of various kinds, 
as you will see from the newspaper clippings. He sold plows, was a baker, a confectioner, as 
well as other occupations, but mostly he was an insurance agent in Eufaula, representing 
different companies including the Alabama Insurance Company of 
Montgomery.  During the downturn of 1858, he issued scrip to 
maintain his business. The U.S. Census of Barbour County, Alabama 
lists Martin and family, shown at left. His income was listed at 
$19,000 to $20,000 which made him a prosperous man at the time. 
 Martin’s scrip is known in four denominations, $0.25, $0.50, $1 and $2 notes.  There 
are two types of $0.50 notes known, discernable by their different vignettes. There may have 
been two types of the $0.25 notes, but only one type of the denomination was reported in 
the Alabama Notes and Scrip book by Walter Rosene, Jr. (1984) published by the Society of 
Paper Money Collectors, Inc.  The scrip is also listed in the Tennessee Obsolete Paper Money 
1800 – 1959 by Dennis Schafluetzel & Tom Carson.  And again the identification is listed in the 
A Compressive Guide to Alabama Obsolete Notes 1818 – 1885 by William Gunther & Charles 
Derby.  While the dollar notes are scarce, the fractional notes are rare and may be unique. 
 
 
 
 
 

C-M.JMa-25c1 $0.25 Eufaula, J. G. L. Martin, January 23, 
1858, cattle & wagon at center, woman on both ends. 
(Rosene-67-1) also (AO-181-$.25a)2 
Complements of R. M. Smythe auction 274 lot 2628 
Schingoethe / Sedman / Schafluetzel Collection 

C-M.JMa-50c-21 $0.50 Eufaula, J. G. L. Martin, January 23, 
1858, seated women & man center, farm girl left, woman 
with anchor right. (Rosene-Unl) also (AO-181-$.50b)2 
Complements of R. M. Smythe auction 272 lot 2628 
Schingoethe / Sedman / Carson / Schafluetzel / Collection 

Continued on page 5 
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Contact me at (706) 951-1316 
or rustedrocky@gmail.com 

Hi! I am Rusty Cumberledge, your 
Southeast Regional Representative 
for ANACS, wishing you the best 
for 2022!  
Let me help you submit your coins for grading and 
certification by ANACS! 
I set up at many local coin shows, covering SC, GA, 
Eastern TN, AL, and Northern FL. 
 
I look forward to 
serving you in your 
grading and 
certification needs! 

C-M.JMa-21 $2 Eufaula, J. G. L. Martin, January 23, 1858, 
Garland 3015 river scene with bridge center,  
Indian seated left, woman seated right, Poseidon right 
(Rosene-67-4) also (AO-181-$2a)2 
Compliments of Dennis Schafluetzel 

C-M.JMa-11 $1 Eufaula, J. G. L. Martin, January 23, 1858, 
Garland-3010 sailing ship center, woman with crown left, 
bee hive right (Rosene-67-3) also (AO-181-$1a)2  
Compliments of Dennis Schafluetzel 

C-M.JMa-50c-21 $0.50 Eufaula, J. G. L. Martin, January 23, 
1858, seated women & man center, farm girl left, woman 
with anchor right. (Rosene-Unl) also (AO-181-$.50b)2 
Complements of R. M. Smythe auction 272 lot 2628 
Schingoethe / Sedman / Carson / Schafluetzel / Collection 

“ Eufaula, Alabama and Chattanooga, Tennessee Merchant Scrip” (continued from page  4) 

Denomination & 
ID 

Serial #, if Known 
# of 

Notes 

$0.25 C-M.JMa-25c  No Serial # 1 

$0.50 C-M.JMa-50c-1 No Serial # 1 

$0.50 C-M.JMa-50c-2 No Serial # 2 

$1 C-M.JMa-1 10, 140, 171, 326, 426 5 

$2 C-M.JMa-2 16, 40, 95, 190  4 

The author of this article requests that if 
you know of any other Martin scrip, please 
contact him at: 
 dennis@schafluetzel.org 
 (423) 653-7908 
Many thanks to Charles Derby for 
information & additional serial numbers 
provided for this article. 



                    South Carolina  
             Numismatic Association 
             50th Convention & Show 

October 28-30, 2022 
10 AM – 6 PM Friday & Saturday 

10 AM – 3 PM Sunday 

                       Greenville Convention Center 
                        1 Exposition Drive, Greenville, SC 

Over 200 tables! 

Bourse Info, e-mail: 
lowcountrycoins1@bellsouth.net 

Merit Badge Info, e-mail: 
scna_webmaster@yahoo.com 

 

 

*Tentative pending Federal budget 

FREE Admission & Parking 
• Coins, Currency, Tokens, Medals – US & World 
• Sales of 2022 SCNA 50th Anniversary Medals 
• Coin Books & Supplies, Old & New Jewelry, stamps 
• Appearances from Uncle Sam & Ben Franklin 
• Competitive, Rare & Informational Exhibits 
• BSA Scouting Merit Badge Program (Sat. 10 AM) 
• Young Numismatist Coin Carnival for kids 
• Third Party Grading Services on site (ANACS) 
• US Mint, Federal Reserve Museum (Atlanta)* 
• SC Depart of Archives & History 
• ANA Roadshow and Exhibit – 1913 Liberty Nickel, 1804 

Dollar and More. 
• ANA Fundamentals of Grading – Oct 27-28 – Check 

website for sign-up, limited seating 

 

Visit www.SC-NA.org for more details 
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Inside Ben’s Antiques 

Buying and Selling 
US Coins & Currency 
Amy & James 
PO Box 2066 
Douglasville, GA 30133 

678-414-3856 
AJsTreasures13@gmail.com 

Mr. Coin is an old 
fashioned coin shop, 
open since 2009 that 

will please both the seasoned numismatist 
and the budding enthusiast. With hundreds 
of coins on display, you're sure to find the 
perfect selection for your collection. 
 
Our ever growing and changing inventory 
ranges from collector coins, old currency, 
gold and silver bullion, commemorative 
coins, proof sets and coin gift sets. You'll 
find it all at Mr. Coin, along with a full line 
of collector supplies and a lot of friendly 
help in a relaxed environment! 

Ready to sell your collection? Mr. Coin 
is ready to buy and we buy it all. 
We accept cash and good checks as well 
as debit and credit cards (with 
exceptions for bullion). We also offer 
layaway plans. 
 
Mr. Coin-- a pretty good little coin shop. 
 
Contact me: 
 Lindsey Goff 
 Mr. Coin 
 1037 Honey Creek Rd SE 
 Conyers, Georgia 30013 
 (770) 761-2646 

OOccttoobbeerr  2200tthh  --  2222nndd  
FFlloorriiddaa  SSttaattee  FFaaiirrggrroouunnddss  ----  FFlloorriiddaa  CCeenntteerr    

TTaammppaa,,  FFlloorriiddaa  

SShhooww  HHoouurrss::  
  

TThhuurrssddaayy  1100aamm  ––  66ppmm  
FFrriiddaayy  1100aamm  ––  66ppmm  
SSaattuurrddaayy  1100aamm  ––  44ppmm  

CCoonnttaacctt::  JJiimm  FFiittzzggeerraalldd  
  

JJffiittzzSShhoowwss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  
((881177))  668888--66999944  
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Did you know… That there are a number of valuable Stone Mountain medal varieties created in 
the mid-twenties during and just after Gutzon Borglum, the initial sculptor on the confederate 
memorial project, designed the 1925 Stone Mountain Commemorative half dollar?  The property 
needed for the sculpture was provided by the Venable family in 1916 to the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy (UDC).  The onset of WW1 prevented an immediate start to the project.  
Borglum was hired in 1922 (dates vary) to create the largest sculpture ever attempted, to be 
carved into the granite monadnock that is Stone Mountain.  Initial costs were estimated at 5 
million dollars.  Congress was petitioned and approved (unanimously) the minting of up to 5 
million Stone Mountain Commemorative half dollar coins to be sold at a $1 profit for each to 
raise the necessary funds.  The driving force behind the overall funding of the project was initially 
the United Daughters of the Confederacy, with assistance from the Ku Klux Klan (which had been 
reorganized in 1915 at a meeting on top of Stone Mountain). 
      Initial funding was slow to materialize and half dollar sales were less than expected (due to 
small demand, only a little over 1.3 million commemorative halves were ever created).  A number 
of medals were created over a 3-year period to assist in the raising of fuds for the project.  
Borglum designed the first medal himself, an octagonal bronze medal about the size of a half 
dollar.  His signature is on the design.  One side depicts Jefferson Davis, General Lee and 
Stonewall Jackson.  The reverse design is worded as a commemoration to the valor of the 
southern soldier.  It was the first piece in the “Founders Roll” project.  The Children’s Founders 
Roll was a program that allowed children under the age of 19 to donate one dollar to the 
memorial fund in the name of a confederate veteran and in return have their name and donation 
listed in the “Founders Roll” book that was to be displayed in the entrance to the memorial hall 
which was to be carved into the base of the mountain under the sculpture.  
     Borglum was terminated in 1925 for his inability to complete the project for a number of 
reasons, including the drain on his time by the commemorative half dollar project.  He was 
replaced by Augustus Lukeman in April of 1925.  Lukeman began his sculpting in September of 
1926 after Borglum’s start was removed from the mountain.  The Founders Roll project 
continued.  Lukeman created a round medal similar in size to Borglum’s, which depicted the 
entrance to memorial hall on one side instead of the wording found on Borglum’s initial design.   
There are at least 3 varieties.  The first variety reads “Children’s Founder Roll”, is bronze and is 
the most common.  It had the same one dollar donation cost and was undated.  The second 
version read “Living Veterans Roll”, was gold gilded, available to Civil War veterans only and 

“Did you know…volume 32” 
by Chip Cutcliff 

Continued on page 10 
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111177  WWEESSTT  SSIIXXTTHH  SSTTRREEEETT  

WWAAYYNNEESSBBOORROO,,  GGAA  3300883300  
  

PPHHOONNEE      770066--555511--55111155  
  

MMOONNDDAAYY  TTHHRRUU  FFRRIIDDAAYY  
1100AAMM  TTOO  55PPMM  

 
SStteerrlliinngg  SSiillvveerr  JJeewweellrryy……  

rriinnggss,,  cchhaaiinnss,,  eeaarrrriinnggss  
  

WWee  BBuuyy  &&  SSeellll  
UUSS  CCooiinnss//BBuulllliioonn  

  
SStteevveenn  &&  CCoonnnniiee  NNiixx  ((OOwwnneerrss))  

Touring the Dahlonega Gold Museum 
 

 The Mint Act of 1835 ushered in three new US branch mints 
– Charlotte, NC, Dahlonega, GA, and New Orleans, LA, to ease 
pressure on the nation’s only mint at the time in Philadelphia.  
Along with a growing country and population, fresh deposits of 
gold had been discovered in Georgia and North Carolina and 
Philadelphia could no longer handle the workload.   The resulting 
“gold rush” in the area began producing copious amounts of gold 
to assay and turn into coins.  The Dahlonega Mint began actively 
coining gold from 1839 to 1861, (when all three of the branch 
mints stopped operations due to the civil war).  During its 
operations as a mint, 1,380,376 gold coins were minted in Dahlonega. 
 Individuals, families, school groups, coin clubs, mineralogists and others have come to 
Dahlonega to tour the Mint Museum and some of the gold mines and artifacts from this 
period.   The Gold Museum is housed in the 1836 Lumpkin County Courthouse building 

located in the middle of the downtown 
Dahlonega square.   Many articles and 
presentations by people who have visited 
the museum have piqued interest for many 
other groups.    
On June 16, 2022, 10 members of the 
Aiken, SC Gem Mineral and Fossil Society 
with members of the Aiken, SC coin club 
came to Dahlonega to see what all of this 
fuss was all about.  John Kolmar and Herb 
Martin became the field trip committee 
leaders in order to make this visit a reality.  
They contacted Steve Nolte, a Dahlonega 
resident and Officer/Docent at the Gold 
Museum to help coordinate their visit.   
The Dahlonega Gold Museum prepared for 
the visit by assembling Museum Staff, 
Steve Nolte, and Richard Harris (a Gold 

Continued on page 13 

Gold Seam in Northern GA 
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required a 5 dollar donation.  On the memorial hall side the date 1927 is present and the initials 
“U.C.V.” (United Confederate Veterans).  The medals are considered rare.  The third version 
reads “Children’s Founder Roll”, is also gold gilded and has the date 1927 and U.C.V. on the 
memorial steps side.  It was also available for a 5 dollar donation, to adults 19 years of age and 
older.  It is also considered rare and considered the “Gold Star” donation level.  There is also 
rumored to be a version that has the State abbreviation struck into it next to the 1927 date, but 
this author has not been able to locate any specific information about it.   
     Unfortunately, Lukeman was also not able to complete the work, which was finally completed 
and dedicated in September of 1970.  The planned Memorial Hall was never carved into the 
base.  However, the Founders Roll book was created and is currently stored in the Georgia State 
Archives.  Current retail values for the medals vary with design, with the most common being the 
undated round Children’s Founders Roll medal designed by Lukeman that averages about $50 in 
new, original condition   The octagonal Borglum medal in original condition is worth $165 or so.  
The gilded Living Veterans Roll medal and the gilded “Gold Star” Children’s Founders Roll medal, 
both with 1927 and U.V.C on the memorial side can be worth $400-$500 in original uncirculated 
condition.  There were only 3,500 living veterans medals created compared to 35,622 Children’s 
Founders Roll medals.  All four discussed varieties are holed at the top for attachment of ribbons.  
If you happen to have one of the medals with the original envelope, cardboard mount, 
application form and information pamphlet about it, you can add hundreds of dollars to the 
value of the item.  Who said Stone Mountain was just about a half dollar?  

“Did you Know?”  (continued from page 8) 

News from the US Mint 
 

 The US Mint announced on June 29th that they will restart the Morgan and Peace 
dollar series in 2023. They will produce a total of 5 collectables:  
an uncirculated and proof finish of both the Morgan and Peace 
designs as well as a special set containing 1 of each design in 
reverse proof. 
 What makes this decision so special from the US Mint?  
For the first time, they have offered the enrollment option for 
all of these.  So there will be no need to plan and stress while 
you try to add these coins to your collection. 
 Have you secured your copies of the 2023 Morgan and 
Peace dollar commemoratives? 
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COIN SHOW 

LARGE VENUE 

 335+ TABLES  
 500+ DEALERS 
 EXHIBITS  
 KIDS PROGRAM (Sat) 
 EDUCATIONAL & 

SOCIETY MEETINGS 
 GRADING SERVICES 
 ANA MEMBERSHIP 

TABLE 
 YOUNG NUMISMATICS 

PROGRAMS 

BEST & LARGEST STATE SHOW IN GEORGIA! 

APRIL 14 - 16, 2023 
    FRIDAY 10 AM - 6 PM 

    SATURDAY 10 AM - 6 PM 
    SUNDAY 10 AM - 3 PM 

 

FREE ADMISSION—FREE PARKING 
Bring the Family– Activities for all! 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

DALTON CONVENTION CENTER 
DALTON, GA 

I-75 EXIT 333 (follow signs) 

EARLY BIRD BADGE 
Four Day Badge for $50 

 

($35 to current GNA Members)  
Access begins 3:00 PM  Thursday 

Coins, Currency, Medals,  
Tokens, and Exonumia 

59th  ANNIVERSARY SHOW 
FREE APPRAISALS! 

CHIP CUTCLIFF 
Bourse  Manager  
chascoins06@yahoo.com   
770-639-0190 
Contact for Table Availability 

 
Additional Show Info  
www.gamoney.org 

TOM YOUNGBLOOD 
General  Manager 
Tom.Youngblood@att.net 
770-815-4042 
 
 
MACK MARTIN 
Educational Exhibits Manager 
mmartin@gamoney.org 
706-340-1443 

HOST HOTEL 
Best Western Plus of Dalton                
715 College Drive,   Dalton, GA 

706-272-9099 

Call for Special Show Rate! 

FUTURE SHOW 
April 19 - 21, 2024 
April 11 - 13, 2025 

GEORGIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 76161 

ATLANTA, GA 30358-1161 

GEORGIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

RAFFLE 
US Gold Coin 
Other Prizes 

 

Tickets $1at the Door 

GEORGIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
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SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  
SSEEPPTTMMBBEERR  1177tthh  

  

Pickens County Coin Club 
Fall Coin Show 2022 

Amicolola Electric 
Member Corporation 

- Dean Center 
 

544 Hwy 515 S. 
Jasper, Georgia 

 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 
FREE Admission 

FREE Parking 
All Ages Welcome! 

PICKENS COUNTY COIN CLUB 
Contact Numbers 

(678) 478-2973 
(706) 260-7053 

BUY / SELL / APPRAISE any US, 
WORLD COINS and CURRENCY!! 

A Fun, Base-Metal Collection: 
The Modern Commemorative U.S. Half Dollars 

by Mark Benvenuto 
 

When it comes to under-used and under-spent United States coins, there’s probably a 
healthy debate as to whether the half dollar or the golden dollar coin takes the cake.  Neither of 
them are seen too much in pocket change, and any collector who claims to know where to get 
them probably has an ‘in’ with someone at a bank, credit union, or local business.  When it 
comes to under-collected commemorative coins the US Mint has pounded out over the past few 
decades, the crown most likely goes to the half dollars, specifically those in uncirculated 
condition.  Let’s see though if this means there is an entire series out there waiting for us to 
collect, and if those coins are waiting with attractively low price tags attached. 

Back to the beginning:  The United States Mint had gotten back into the arena that is 
commemorative coinage in 1982, with a silver half dollar honoring General, then President 
Washington, or at least the 250th anniversary of his birth.  We’ll give this coin a nod here, even 
though none were made as copper-nickel clad pieces.  It’s still rather affordable, with $20 going a 
long way towards snagging one in either uncirculated or proof condition.  But we want to focus 
on the base metal pieces, and that means… Continued on page 15 
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Museum Docent and Geo-Physicist by training) to lead the Aiken team on their visit through 
the museum.   Starting with a 20 minute film in the Gold Museum theatre, the visiting team 
gained a thorough background and context for the Gold Museum’s existence, including the 
history of Dahlonega, the relocation of the Cherokee Indian Tribe from Georgia to lands west 
of the Mississippi River (Trail of Tears), area gold mines, and bringing them up to date on Gold 
Mining today in Dahlonega.  Following the film, the visiting team examined actual samples of 
gold ore, folds gold, and the types of Quartz that contains most of the gold ore in this region.   
 Moving downstairs in the museum, the visitors found more 
information on the Cherokee Tribe exit from Georgia, the lottery 
process that gave thousands of individuals acres of Georgia land for 
farming or gold exploration, and a little of the rough and tumble 
1800’s community where the gold museum flourished.  Finally, the 
team visited the coin room, where they could look at a collection of 
one of every year and type of gold coins minted in Dahlonega, some 
samples of gold nuggets from a few grams to a few pounds.   
 While the tour of the Gold Museum was the primary attraction for the visitors, they had 
plans to go on to visit the large underground tour of the Consolidated Gold Mine, the Crisson 
Gold Mine (still in operation today), and of course the history and culture of the Dahlonega 
area through visits to one or more of the Wineries and wine tasting opportunities available to 
them.   
As background, the group from Aiken had previously listened to a presentation by Steve Kuhl, 
editor of the South Carolina Numismatic Association Journal, the SCANNER.  Kuhl and Nolte 
collaborated in an extensive tour of the Dahlonega Gold Museum in early 2021, culminating in 
a superb article in the June 2021 edition of the SCANNER.  Steve Nolte is a past Vice President 
of GNA and currently a GNA Governor in addition to serving as Vice President on the Board of 
the Friends of Dahlonega Gold Museum. 

Contact 
Marc Kosanovich,  

GNA Journal Editor 
for more details: 

GNAJournalEditor@gmail.com 

“Touring the Dahlonega Gold Museum”  (continued from page 9) 



 

 

SSttaannttoonn  BBooookkss  &&  
SSttoonnee  MMoouunnttaaiinn  SSuupppplliieess  

BBooookkss  &&  SSuupppplliieess  ffoorr  tthhee  NNuummiissmmaattiicc  HHoobbbbyy 

OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  ffeeww  rreemmaaiinniinngg  ccoommpplleettee  lliinneess  
FFAASSTT  SSEERRVVIICCEE  ssuuppppllyy  ddiissttrriibbuuttoorrss  wwhhoo  

ssttiillll  aatttteennddss  sshhoowwss  aanndd  sshhiippss  
UUPPSS  tthhee  nneexxtt  ddaayy  

 Coin Supplies 
 Dealer Supplies  
 Dansco Albums  
 Baush & Lomb Products  
 Littleton Albums 

 Krause Publications  
 Airtite Holders  
 Whitman/Harris Products  
 Intercept Shield   
 & Many More 

1425 Market Boulevard 
Suite 300 

Roswell, GA 30076 
770-640-5055 

FAX: 770-640-5125 
stantonsupplies@gmail.com 

BBrriinngg  ffllyyeerr  ttoo  tthhee  nneeww  sshhoopp  
llooccaattiioonn  ffoorr  aa  FFRREEEE  22  xx  22  PPaacckk    



 

 

15 
“The Modern Commemorative U.S. Half Dollars” (continued from page 12) 

…we start with the 1986 half dollar that was part of the three coin set honoring the 100th 
year of the Statue of Liberty.  The half dollar of the set is by far the most common of this trio, 
with almost 1 million uncirculated pieces minted, and just under 7 million proofs.  Curiously, 
there is no real price difference between the two.  We’ll be hard pressed to spend $10 on an 
attractive looking piece. 

The next modern commemorative half dollar in the line-up will be the 1989 Bicentennial of 
Congress, which sports an image of the Statue of Freedom on its obverse and an image of the 
Capitol on the reverse.  Mintages of the uncirculated and the proof versions are much lower for 
this issue, coming in at only 163,753 uncs, and 767K of the proofs.  In an interesting twist, a scan 
down any of the major price lists indicates that either of these two versions of this half dollar cost 
about the same as the much more common Statue of Liberty half dollar.   

Let’s pause a minute and reflect on what this flat-line of prices means when we are 
presented with two coins of wildly different mintages.  Putting it bluntly: not many people are 
collecting these.  Many a dealer and collector have weighed in on rarity, and its connection to 
both supply and demand.  We seem to have a case here in which the supply is indeed lower for 
one coin, but the demand does not seem to be all that high either.  But hey, if we are trying to 
put together a collection, let’s not complain about a low price for a fairly uncommon coin. 
 When the mintages fall:  This huge drop in Mint production can be a reason for us to look at this 
commemorative series as it continued to unfold.  We might expect the mintage totals to continue 
their downward spiral.  In a neat development, we’d be wrong.  That’s neat because it means 
there are still plenty of clad half dollars to collect, most of which don’t cost too much at all. 
Where does the price start to rise?:  With all these rather low mintages and wonderfully low 
prices, we have to imagine there is eventually a point when the price for these halves does finally 
go up.  Lets look at 2011, with the three coin set commemorating the United States Army.  The 
half dollar saw a production of 39,442 UNC pieces and 68,332 proofs.  The price of two will run 
between $50 and $75.  So yes, the price has risen, but these official numbers are far, far lower 
than what we might call the popular rarities, like the 1916-D Mercury dime, for example.  And 
delightfully, they cost far, far less. 

There are certainly more half dollars in this series than just those we have mentioned.  The 
mintages of a couple of them go even lower than what we have seen.  But when all the costs are 
tallied up, it looks like there is a fun, rather inexpensive series of United States fifty-cent pieces 
that we might just be tempted to collect, one that is seen by far too few of us.  The best of luck to 
any of us who choose to take up the challenge.   




